L3o	TURKEY AT THE STRAITS
less realized that by regaining almost complete control over
the Straits, they would henceforth be so important a factor
in European diplomacy that not only could no Power af-
ford to disregard them, but each would have to seek Tur-
key's good will and friendship. If the Turks made no par-
ticular efforts to secure Italy's approval on the assumption
that they could afford to wait, their calculation proved to
be correct. On May 2, 1938, Italy adhered to the Montreux
Convention with reservations as to the discontinuance of
her membership in the League of Nations, announced in
December, 1937.*
The outbreak of the Spanish civil war a few days before
the signature of the Montreux Convention diverted public
attention from the significance of the new regime of the
Straits. But the implications of Turkey's immensely
strengthened position did not escape the chancellories of
foreign offices. The diplomacy of European powers during
the three years which have elapsed since the Montreux Con-
vention came into force has not yet been revealed, and it is
impossible to ascertain as yet from authentic sources what
moves have taken place in this, as in many other respects.
So long as there was any hope or expectation that a division
of Europe into opposing ideological camps and a consequent
return to the balance of power could be avoided—and this
seems to have been the objective of Mr. Chamberlain's ap-
peasement policy with respect to Italy's East African ad-
venture, the Spanish civil war and the successive crises
evoked by actions of the German Government—the pressing
of Turkey's position into the foreground was clearly unde-
sirable. But the moment such hopes disappeared—and,
whether rightly or wrongly, the moment seems to have ar-
1 See Bulletin of International News, 1938, p. 419.

